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Welcome to our class! I am grateful to have the opportunity to work with you all. You may be 

asking: What is this course about? How will it relate to my experiences in the United States as a 

SUSI fellow?  

 

Well, a major goal of this class is to encourage you to think broadly about ways to impact (or 

continue to impact) your communities through civic and political engagement. We can define 

political engagement as activity intended to influence government action either through influencing how public 

policy gets made or influencing the selection of those who make it. Civic engagement is defined as organized 

voluntary activity focused on problem solving and helping others.1  

 

So what will you study? Our class will consider civic engagement as an endeavor with multiple, 

meaningful approaches. In addition to political governance and leadership in the United States, our 

course addresses topics like grass-roots student activism, volunteerism and direct action. Our first 

unit considers the way student movements transformed the United States in and after the Civil 

Rights Movement. Our second unit explores volunteerism and direct activism at the University of 

                                                
1 Zukin, Cliff, Keeter, Scott, Andolina, Molly, pg. 6 
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Washington and in the city of Seattle. The unit broadens the conversation of civil rights to address 

questions of equality, specifically as it relates to homelessness and poverty in Seattle. Our final unit 

will explore civic engagement in relationship to political leadership both at the state and national 

level. 

 

As SUSI participants your understanding of civic engagement will be enriched by learning in a 

variety of locations: in leadership workshops; meeting community leaders and student activists; 

learning from other SUSI students; visiting important governmental and non-profit organizations; 

and learning with FIUTs ambassadors and the American families that will host you.  

 

One of my goals is that our curriculum and our work together in the classroom provides historical, 

cultural and theoretical context to help 

you ground and reflect on these amazing 

experiences.  

 

 

Ultimately this class is about you: by 

learning from examples in the United 

States and examples from each other, we 

want you to think about your own values 

and the social issues you hope to shape as 

a leader in your own communities (and potentially around the world). 
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Course Outcomes: 

By the end o f  this  course  I  hope we al l  deve lop:  

 

- A complex understanding of the variety of ways one can impact social and civic change 

 

- A community where we bring our own histories, thoughts and selves into the classroom 

to enrich our collective learning 

 

- A stronger understanding of effective, reflective leadership  

 

- A growing understanding of American history, civil rights, and the American political 

system 

 

- A continued, developing sense of your own values and social issues you want to engage 

(or continue to engage) in and potentially beyond your home country  

 

- A “conceptual” tool-kit to further ground your understanding of leadership and  

civic engagement  

 

 
 

Required Texts: 

All course readings wi l l  be g iven to you in a course-pack when you arr ive  in Seatt l e .  Selec t ed 

course readings wi l l  be drawn from, al though not  l imited to ,  the fo l lowing:  

 

Bond, Julian. “SNCC: What we Did” from the Monthly Review (2000) 

 

Edwards, et al.  Digital Activism and Non-Violent Conflict (2013) 

 

Eliasoph, Nina. The Politics of Volunteering (2013) 
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Hampton, Henry. Eye on the Prize: America’s Civil Rights Movement 1954-1985. (1987) 

 

Licata, Nick. Becoming a Citizen Activist: Stories, Strategies and Advice for Changing Our  

 World (2016) 

 

Kollman, Ken. The American Political System (2014) 

 

The National Alliance to End Homelessness. The State of Homelessness in America (2015) 

 

Takaki, Ronald. A Different Mirror: A History of Multicultural America (2008) 

 

Washington, Heather. “Talking the Talk: Rhetoric and Reality for Students of Color” in Higher  

     Education at Risk (2005) 

 

Wheeler, Brian. “The Politics of Volunteering” from BBC News (2005) 

 

Zukin, Cliff et al. A New Engagement? Political Participation, Civic Life, and the Changing American Citizen 

(2006) 

 

 

Required Assignments: 

There will be a variety of reading, writing and reflective assignments in our course. It is our 

expectation that you will spend several hours preparing for each day of class. It is your responsibility 

to come to class having completed the assigned materials and being ready to engage actively in class 

discussion.   

 
Classroom Behavior: 

This is a discussion seminar, not a lecture course. We all need to actively participate to make this 

class as rich as possible. As such I will expect you to be prepared (having completed the homework) 

to actively engage in our class discussions. I want our classroom to be an inclusive and supportive 

space for all of us. I ask that we use respectful, thoughtful language when engaging in class 

discussion.  
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Pre-arrival Homework 
Please see the pre-arrival messages sent by Ellen for exact assignment details. 

Before arriving in Washington D.C. please: 

 

Read: “Civil Rights and Liberties” by Ken Kollman  

Read: “SNCC: What we Did” by Julian Bond 

Write: 500-700 words response explaining civil rights movement, student leadership and 

connections to your home country.  

 

 

CORE PROGRAM IN SEATTLE 

 

Week One: January 14!January 18 

Introduction to Civic Engagement, Civil Rights and Grass Roots Student Activism 

 

Class One:  Monday January 14th  

   -Course introduction and overview of key models of civic-engagement:  

   participatory democracy, grass-roots activism, volunteerism, direct action. 

 

   -Civil Rights Struggle and Civic Engagement  

 

   -Debrief D.C. and New Orleans trip 

 

   -Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC): Modeling Grass  

   Roots Student Activism  

 

Homework: 

Read: “The Rhetoric and Reality for Students of Color,” Heather Washington  

Read: “Black Lives Matter Student Demands,” University of Washington Students and Community 

Activists   

Optional: Excerpt, “Digital Activism and Non-Violent Conflict” 
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Class Two: Wednesday January 16th 9am-12pm/1pm-3pm  

   -Documentary: Eye’s on The Prize  

   -In conversation: Black Lives Matter student movements  

   -Digital Activism and Social Change   

   -Student Presentations-Civic Engagement in Your Home Country  

    

 

Homework:  

Read selected excerpts from The State of Homelessness in America-A Study by the National Alliance to 

End Homelessness  

 

Read “One Night Count” poster-Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness  

 
Listen to NPR News Report 9/29/16: Seattle Swings Between Hounding the Homeless and 
Leaving them Alone 
 
Write:  Reflective Essay #1 
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Week Two: January 21!January 25 

Civic Engagement in the Community- Volunteerism and Direct Action 

   

Class Three: Friday January 25th (3-5:30pm) 

Morning 10am-12:30pm:  -Models of engagement: Volunteerism and Direct-Action  

 

Afternoon 1:30-4:30pm:  -Homelessness and Food Scarcity 

    -In Conversation: Food-Not-Bombs 

 

Homework:  

Read: Nina Eliasoph-“Volunteering and Political Activism”  

 
Week Three: January 28!February 1st 

 

Class Four: Monday January 28th 1pm-4:30pm  

  -In Conversation: Student Leadership at the UW-University of Washington Student  

  Food Cooperative  

  -Political engagement: city, state and national governance in the United States  

 

Homework:  

Finish reading: Excerpts from “Federalism” in The American Political System  

 

Read: “The Politics of Volunteering” by Brain Wheeler 
(http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/politics/4576541.stm) 
 

Write: Reflective Essay #2  

 

 

Civic Engagement at the State and National Level- Political Leadership, Citizen Advocacy 

and Minority Political Engagement  

 

Class Five: Wednesday January 30th  

Morning 9am-12pm:   - The Politics of Volunteering: The Responsibility for Change 
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Afternoon 1pm-2:30pm: - Models of Engagement: Political Participation  

 

Homework:  

Read: Nina Eliasoph “Opening Up Civic Participation”  

Read: Selected excerpts from Nick Licata’s Becoming a Citizen Activist: Stories, Strategies and Advice for 

Changing Our World (2016) 

 

Week Four: February 4!  February 8 

 

Class 6: Monday February 4th 1pm-4:30pm  

 -Pathways to Civic Engagement and Civic Activism  

 

Homework: 

Write: Reflective Essay #3 

 

 

 

Class 7: Wednesday February 6th 1pm-4:30pm 

-Frameworks for your final projects   

 

 


